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Gandh1r’s Religion

The expression “Gandhi’s Religion” is in
consonance with ‘Ramkrishna’s Religion” which
was proclaimed in the Debutter Deed and
Declaration of Trust signed and executed by
Vivekananda in 1901. R. K Dasgupta’s book Shri
Ramakrishna’s  Religion (The Ramakrishna
Mission Institute of Culture, 2001) contains
elaborate discussion on the religion and

philosophy of Vedanta “as propounded
by Sri Ramakrishna and practically
illustrated by his own life.”

It may be mentioned here that the
International Parliament of Religions
was organised by the Sri Ramakrishna
Centenary Celebration Committee on
March 1937 in connection with the
birth centenary of Sri Ramakrishna. In
| this editorial comment we turn to
d Brajendra Nath Seal and Rabindranath
Tagore and other savants for
enlightenment and guidance.

In the Presidential address.
Brojendra Nath Seal focussed on the
concept of Universal Religion
propagated by some religious leaders of
the nineteenth century. Dayananda
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Saraswatl’s approach to Universal
Religion was Veda-centrik.
Rammohan Roy, who was in a very
real sense the father of modern
India, formulated the creed of Neo-
theo-philanthropy (a new love of God
and man) on positive and
constructive lines, Maharsi
Debendranath formulated the creed,
rituals and ceremonies 1in Adi-
Brahmo-Samaj on  Upanishadic
basis.

Brahmananda Keshab
Chandra’s concept of Universal
Religion is manifested in his New
Dispensation creed. He held the view
that every religion as represented by
its central essence is true. But it
does not contain the whole truth.
Seal explained, “The New
Dispensation would select the
distinctive’ central essence from each
religion and make a collection, a
‘bouquet’ of followers as it were.”
Ramakrishna differed from Keshab
Chandra on this issue. He was
firmly of opinion that practices of
each religion with its rituals and
disciplines give its essence more
really and vitally than its theoretical
dogmas or creeds. Secondly it was
Ramakrishna’s conviction that it is
not by selective eclecticism but by
syncretism and the whole hearted
acceptance of religion that its full
value and worth could be realised
and experienced. Seal describes
Ramakrishna’s religion as cosmic

humanism which finds man in the
universe and the universe in man.

In the last session, Poet
Rabindranath Tagore was the
chairman. Francis Younghusband

offered a vote of thanks and said
that for Tagore’s speech alone they
considered the holding of the
parliament a great success.

The poet paid a magnificent
tribute to Ramakrishna
Paramhamsa in glowing terms. He
said,

Great souls like Ramakrishna
Paramhamsa have a
comprehensive vision of Truth.
They have the power to grasp
the  significance of each
different form of the Reality
that is one in all— but the
masses of believers are unable
to reconcile the conflict of codes
and commands. Their timid and
shrunken imagination instead
of being liberated by the vision
of the infinite in religion is held
captive in bigotry and is
tortured and exploited by
priests and fanatics for uses
hardly anticipated by those who
originally received it.

Tagore deplored that we believe
in god while our life ignores him. He
cautioned us that we should never
be content to treasure up Truth’s
“vain symbols in miserly seclusion
within  the stony walls of
conventions.” He pointed out that we
should “revere the great souls in the
sublime simplicity of their spiritual
altitude where they meet in
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spiritual aspiration to set the spirit
of man free from the bondage of his
own individual ego and of the ego of
his race and of his creed ....” The
concluding part of Tagore’s speech is
an illumination that the dark corner
of our mind badly needs today. He
said,
I do not mean to advocate a
common church for mankind, a
universal pattern to which
every act of worship and
aspiration must conform. The
arrogant spirit of sectarianism,
which so often uses either
active or passive, violent or
subtle, methods of persecution,
on the least provocation or
without any, has to be
reminded of the fact that
religion, like poetry is not a
mere 1dea,— it 1s expression.
The self-expression of god is in
the variedness of creation; and
our attitude towards the
Infinite must in its expression
also have a variedness of
individuality, ceaseless and

unending. When a religion
develops its ambition of
imposing its doctrine on all
mankind, it degrades itself
into a tyranny and becomes
a form of imperialism. This
is why we did find a ruthless
method of fascism in
religious matters prevailing
in most parts of the world,
trampling flat the expansion
of spirit of man under its
insensitive heels.

I have quoted extensively from
Tagore’s speech, because many in
this country and beyond are not
familiar with this speech. Secondly,
the world of today is confronted with
much more than ever before, to quote
Tagore again “a ruthless method of
fascism in religious matters ”
Tagore’s message needs ceaseless re-
iteration both in words and deeds.

Let us now turn to Gandhi’s
Religion. Romain Rolland’s
biography of Gandhi was published
in 1924. His The Life of
Ramakrishna (1929) and The Life of
Vivekananda and the Universal
Gospel (1931) were aimed at, to
quote his own words ‘reconciliation
of man’. Gandhi asserted in public
that he had studied deeply Swami
Vivekananda’s books. This has been
a great help to him. This has
increased his love and
understanding of India. He wrote an
introduction to the English edition of
the Life of Shri Ramakrishna. He
also attended some anniversary
festivals of Ramakrishna and Swami
Vivekananda celebrated by
Ramakrishna Mission.

Kalidas Nag introduced Gandhi
to Romain Rolland as ‘The Man who
became one with the Universal’
Rolland found in Gandhi all the
qualities that adorned St Francis of
Assisi (1182-1226). The message of
both of them was chastiy, poverty,
obedience ministration to the sick,
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joyousness and love of birds, beasts
and flowers. On 11 August 1920
Gandhi proclaimed, ‘My religion has
no geographical boundary.’ Romain
Rolland wrote, “Gandhi’s basic
foundation was religion .... He is
religious by nature and political
leader by necessity.” He describes
the foundation as a crypt of the
church. Crypt, he explains, is the
underground room beneath a church
which alone is durable and well-
built. The rest is temporary. Rolland
adds, ‘Gandhi is more than a word
he 1s an example. He incarnates the
spirit of the people.’

It is a fact that Gandhi’s
temperament and field of work are
the antithesis of Ramakrishna’s and
Vivekananda’s. What precisely is the
essence of Gandhi’s religion? At the
annual meeting of the council of the
Federation of International
Fellowships at the Satyagraha
Ashram, Sabarmati on January 13-
15, 1928, Gandhi explained the

conclusions he has reached ‘after
long study and experience.” He was
firmly of opinion that all religions
are true and that all religions have
some errors in them. Elaborating his
conclusion, he stated :
All religions are almost as dear
to me as my own Hinduism. My
veneration for other faiths is the
same as for my own faith.
the thought of
conversion is impossible. The
object of fellowships aught to be
to help a Hindu to be a better
Hindu, a
becomer a better Mussulman, a

Consequently,

Mussulman  to

Christian to become a better
Christian. An  attitude of
protective tolerance is opposed
to the spirit of International
fellowships .... Our prayer for
others ought never to be : god,
give them the light thou hast
given me. But, “Give them all
the light and truth they need for

their highest development.”
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28 November 1933,— Before he leaves Paris, I send Saumyendranath

| Tagore an Appeal to the Youth of India against Fascism. I add this

| note :

_' “I am always ready to join with you in your struggles against

. Fascism and imperialism. But I must remind you that you are not to
use my name, or allow it to be used in any way, against Gandhi. 1

. remain firmly attached to his friendship, and convinced of the

. grandeur of his mission, for India and for the world.” i

| December 1933.— S. Tagore writes to me on 4 December to say
that he has received my Appeal : “... Many, many thanks for your fine E

message to the youth of India .... All these last days since I returned

from Villeneuve, I was turning over and over again in my mind all

those things which we had discussed in that short time. Every time y

N LA
— A
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I remembered those words of yours: ‘I cannot take part in this
because of my personal loyalty to Gandhi’ I was wondering if
personal loyalty was after aH not that dangerous irrational
sentiment which has created lots of havoc in human society.
Mussolini obliges each Fascist to take the oath of personal loyalty
to him, so does Hitler. But the Communist Party never obliges its
members to take an oath of personal loyalty to Lenin, it enjoins us
to be loyal to Communism alone. Nowhere perhaps has the evil
effect of personal loyalty been so evident as in the ‘Guru cult of
India. My whole soul rebels against it. I am also against Stalinism,
for the same reason as it demands personal loyalty for its author.
Therefore, I remember to have explained to you several times the
nature of our fight against Gandhism. Communism and Gandhism,
in my opinion, exclude each other. One cannot be both for Gandhism
and Communism, for there is no denying the fact that in the long
run, from this ‘non-violent’ capitalistic, nationalistic Gandhism,
Indian Fascism is bound to emerge. Gandhism does not bring us one
whit nearer the solution of any problem in any single sphere of our
social life. Gandhist’s doctrine of non-violence is a thousand miles
away from the problem of violence, not to talk of the possibility of
eradication of violence through Gandhism. I do not see one single
positive idea which Gandhism has given us. I cannot allow myself
to be swept off my feet once more by its tremendous romantic
appeal, a false romanticism which gives a false hope of a new
dawn. Please believe me when I say that it often makes me feel very
sad to think that one of the very, very few men who could have led
the world out of this chaos, has failed us so hopelessly through lack
of intellectual perception and also vision. Gandhi without Gandhism
would be a perfect comrade of ours. But I alas, I am afraid it is too
much to expect from him and ‘too beautiful an idea to be true ....
Your co-operation which you have so kindly offered us in our fight
against imperialism and Fascism, I gratefully accept. This co-

So
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operation is precious and valuable for our work. We will carry on our
fight against Gandhism to the best of our ability. I assure you that
so far as I am concerned, I will try to maintain it on an impersonal
niveau, from which height every action and every idea should be
criticised, I believe that one day the definitive hour will come when
you will also be with us in our criticism of Gandhism, this pure and
simple nationalistic, capitalistic, retrogressive movement. Till that
moment we must wait ....”

I write to him, 6 December :

“... Allow me to correct a serious error in your interpretation of
the word ‘loyalty’ as applied to my friendship with Gandhi. You go so
far as to relate this ‘loyalty’ to that which Mussolini demands on
oath! I should be hurt by this comparison if you had not made it in
haste as you were writing, without checking your terms. Gandhi has
never asked anything of me, and he expects nothing of me; he knows
I am a man of independent character. It was I who gave him my
friendship, my esteem and my veneration. ‘Disloyalty’, to me, is the
act of a man who betrays his own friendship (which he gives freely),
disloyalty towards oneself. You tell me that your Communism knows
no ‘loyalty’ other than loyalty to ideas, not to men. I am not arguing
with your viewpoint, but it is not mine. I have never sacrificed my
friends to my ideas. I have friends even among the enemies of my
ideas. It is enough to me that they are upright and sincere, and
remain worthy of my respect. I respect Gandhi more than any other
man of our time.”

(Saumyendranath Tagore replies to apologise, but without really
understanding what I wrote.

... Also he sticks to his comparison of Gandhi with Mussolini : he
finds each of them as ‘sincere’— or as insincere— as the other.)

Meanwhile I receive the copy of our conversation, translated into
French. It is just what I might have expected.

... I have to rewrite the whole account without touching the

30
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words spoken by my young interlocutor, but correcting my own. I
send him back the revised dialogue, with the following letter :

Villeneuve (Vaud) Villa Olga

Saturday, 9 December 1933

Dear S. T.— I have received your account of your visit to
Villeneuve.

There’s nothing harder than retracing a conversation
objectively, particularly when the writer is passionately involved
in action and possessed by a great idea.

You have made a sincere attempt to be objective, but the
result is none the less an argument reminiscent of those which
used to be played out in Catholic churches between two priests,
one playing the role of God’s advocate, the other that of devil’s
advocate. Naturally God’s advocate had all the good arguments on
his side, and the devil’s advocate used all his skill to lose his
cause.

Without pushing the analogy too far, our conversation as you
relate it is like a verbal jousting match in which the victor is
known in advance and triumphs without resistance. In all
sincerity and without meaning to, you have reduced my role to
that of receiving all the blows you strike and replying only by
dodging the issue, unobtrusively and evasively, I really must re-
establish my true position in the debate. Permit me to return to
you, along with the copy of your French translation, a copy of the
conversation re-written by me. I have not touched a single word
of what you said. But I have had to re-write the whole of my ‘role’.

Of course it’s very difficult to grasp exactly ideas foreign to
your own when they are expressed in a language you do not know
well (and your French is not good). Many things which a
Frenchman like myself expresses only in veiled terms are bound
to escape a foreigner’s attention. Simple courtesy obliged me not

Y
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to reply to everything you said that I didn’t agree with you and
that your reasons did not satisfy me. I sensed that you were
irreducibly convinced of what you said, and it was enough for me
to state my own conviction once without repeating it at every
moment in the debate. But since you are making our
conversation into a publication which in your view will serve as
an arm for your party against Gandhi, I am forced to reassert my
own convictions very clearly and in the full light of day.

The text which I am sending you thus corrected is the only
one whose publication I authorize. 1 recognize no real exactness
in the other as far as my own part is concerned.

I must add that since you mean to use this conversation in
publications both in Europe and India, I too reserve the right to
send my own version to my friends in India and other countries.
Furthermore, if there were to be any controversy about my
position in the debate, I should feel free to clarify it by extracts
from the letters which I have exchanged with you.

I know that you are a very upright and sincere man; I sensed
this very strongly when I saw and listened to you, and I
conceived an affectionate esteem for you, for ideological
differences in no way affect my assessment of characters. I ask
you therefore to believe that my feelings towards you are
sympathetic, though I regret that we are at present divided on
the matter of what action is appropriate in India. Whether or not
we become allies does not depend on me, and whether it’s your
predictions or mine which prove to be right, the time will come
in any case when we shall be fighting together; this is inevitable,
as we both are for the defence of the oppressed and the exploited.

29
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A Letter : Romain Holland to Kalidas Nag

Villeneuve (Vaud) Villa Olga
24 December 1933

. My sister will have told you that I had a visit from
Saumyendranath Tagore. Despite the excessiveness of his ideas, I
felt a great deal of esteem and sympathy for this young man, mixed
with pity (he’s suffering, quite seriously I think, from tuberculosis,
and the ordeals before him will make short work of his delicate
constitution). He would have liked to drag me into his party, and
he judges our great friend, the saint of Sabarmati, with an
1mplacable violence which seems to me to cover the bitterness of
wounded love; for he once loved him passionately, and he hasn’t
forgiven him for being disappointed. I don’t need to tell you that I
firmly upheld my faith and hope in Gandhi. We had a long
discussion, verbally and by letter, but to no avail, as each of us
remained unshakable. He retraced an account of our conversation,
which he intends to publish, and most honourably, he sent it to
me. Despite his attempts to be objective, he gave himself the best
part and sacrificed mine; I rewrote all my replies (without touching
his) and sent him back the modified text, telling him it was the
only one which I recognized as authentic, He honourably accepted
it, and he has promised me that he will publish it in my revised
form. In the event of there being any polemic in India on the true
sense of my thought, I shall keep copies available for you (or, failing
me, my sister Madeleine will) of the very explicit letters which I
wrote to Saumyendranath.

(Between ourselves, though, I wish that Gandhi would work
towards a clearer formulation of his social thought. The time is
coming all over the world when, we shall have to take sides
decisively in one or other of the two camps, or else withdraw from
political action— into the forest ....)

8



Gandhi Understands Women

Millie Graham Polak*

Editor’s Note :

This is a beautiful write up cum reminiscence written by Millie Graham Polak. She
writes from her personal experience, since she along with her husband lived for many
years, as a member of Gandhi’s joint family, under
the same roof in Johannesburg, South Africa. Though
an outsider in the strictest definition of a family, the
Polaks became an integral part of the Gandhi family.
Millie Folak was a strong character woman of
independent thinking, held her own views and was a
very able supporter of the Indian cause in South
Africa. She did not write her reminiscences for many
years despite strong persuasions as she felt that
would he unethical, having shared the intimacy of
the daily life of Gandhi family for many years. She

decided to write her reminiscences in England in
| 1931 after reading the Autobiography of Gandhi,
wherein Gandhiji had publicly revealed himself to
the world, in the most intimate biography ever
written by a person, who had by then become known
to the world and had been publicly anointed as a Mahatma. Her small book of
reminiscences is titled Mr. Gandhi: The Man
2. The impressions of the author are of the years of 1905 onwards. The impressions are
of ‘Gandhi of South Africa’. (He returned to India in 1915) Gandhi’s personality was
still evolving. Many writers have written on Gandhiji’s relationship with women. The
reader will find that in all the writings, Gandhiji emerges as a person of huge

compassion and understanding.

3. This small write up is in about 1000 words; rather long for an average reader in
today’s of speed seeking quick solutions. I tried my best to edit it to a shorter version;
I failed. Not one sentence I could delete or edit. So readers, you have the option to
either, not read at all or read it in full. The writer compels you to read in full, if you
desire to know Gandhi’s irresistible charm on women. (Editor)

* Despatched to us through email by Gandhi Seva Kendra, Hyderabad.

Pl
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Most women love men for such
attributes as are usually considered
Yet Mahatma Gandhi
has been given the love of many

masculine.

women for his womanliness; for all
those qualities that are associated
with women— great faith, great
fortitude, great great
patience, great tenderness and great
sympathy. Women could sense that
in him they found a fellow-traveller,
one who had passed ahead along the
road they, too, were travelling, and
could give him an affection deep,
pure and untouched by any play of
sex emotion. Women of all kinds
have turned to him in perplexity and
trouble, and no problem of their lives

devotion,

but could be discussed with absolute
frankness, if they desired to do so.
They could be sure that some light
would be thrown wupon their
difficulties and the path made to
look not too arduous to travel. He
seemed to understand how easy it
might be for a woman to do what
appeared to be evil for love’s sake, to
sympathise with the soul-surrender
which prompted the action, and yet
to condemn it unflinchingly and
point out that the way of love’s
service be through
ministering to anything but the
highest. 1
occasions when a woman has gone to

could not

have known many

oY

him deeply troubled because she had
to acquiesce
dishonourable action of her husband.

in some seriously
Mahatmaji has sympathized with
her difficulty, never suggested that
she should betray her knowledge of
her husband’s action, but advised
her to use all her love and woman’s
power to get the man to amend his
ways. For himself, he chose the path
of the ascetic, yet I have always
known him to make allowances for
those who could not tread the cold
austere path of denial. If comforts
objects of beauty
essential to the
discussed such a question with him,
he would, had it been in his power,
have given them to her; but, at the
time, he
persuade her to seek beauty in the
things of the spirit and not to
identify herself with the things of
the world. Perhaps, sometimes he
did not quite realise that so many
while great
possessions, can yet stand outside of
them. So often the woman herself

and seemed

woman who

same would try and

women, having

does not realise it until she is called
upon to give them up. Then she
knows they have very little real
meaning to her, neither are they the
things that matter most.

I imagination
Mahatmaji, as I frequently saw him
in South Africa, walking up and

often see 1n
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down a room with a young child in
his arms, soothing it in the almost
unconscious way a woman does, and,
at the same time, discussing with
the pressing
political questions, communal strife,
or abstract problems in philosophy;
and children instinctively knew this
side of his character; they would
nestle up to him, sure of the comfort
they desired. In some ways, I have
thought it was easier for him to deal
with the needs of young children
than those of adolescence, with its
warring emotions, its struggle for
liberty and self-expression, and its
developing mind. During that period
the life of the developing
individual, he did not so easily
realise the strength of the storms
that can sweep reason aside, and
when, as it unfortunately sometimes
happened, he was deceived by the
youth around him, it was because in
his own great simplicity, he did not
appreciate the amazing complexity of
the character of youth. He saw so
clearly the straight path that should
be trod, that he seemed to find it
somewhat difficult to deal with the
dual nature that becomes apparent
during those years when one passes
from childhood into adulthood.
When, however, the individual had
upon himself his adult
character, then again for Mahatmaji,

utmost clearness

in

taken

%4

contact and understanding were once
more easy and could be complete.
Another of the many pictures of
life in South Africa arises clearly in
my mind. It was during the early
years of life in Phoenix. Mahatmaji

had at this time come to definite
conclusions about sex-abstinence. He
had written and spoken on the
subject very decisively. I had several
with him about the
continuance of human life on this
planet, and had, on one occasion,
remarked that he
consider that God was wrong in
having created men and women with
their senses and emotions,
were they to accept and adopt

discussions
surely

must

since,
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Mahatmaji’s dictum, then God’s woman does, he differentiated
expression through creation would between  abstract principles and

cease; self-control, I contended, being
the goal of developed humanity and
not the denial of God’s method of
peopling the world. Very soon after
this of the
members of the little settlement at
Phoenix gave birth to a child. I
purposely refrained from speaking of

conversation, one

the matter when I visited Phoenix
two or three days later. I thought
that perhaps Mahatmaji might feel
the fact displeasing. After a short
time, and having talked of other
things, he said in a surprised voice:
“You have not asked about the
mother and babe. Do you not want to
see them?” He then came with me to
see the baby and talked in a quiet,
joyous way to the mother, and I
realised in a flash that, even as a

human needs and affections.

Only once have I known him fail
to comprehend the deep emotions of
a woman’s life, and that was in not
understanding the depth of absolute
sorrow into which a woman, bereft of
her dearly beloved by death, was
plunged. Perhaps it was the one
experience that he had not until then
fully entered into, and he could not,
therefore, realize how sick the soul
of such a woman could be. Or it may
have been that his belief in woman’s
consciousness of her touch with the
All Father precluded him from
knowing that women also have their
periods of standing alone in an
where God has
ceased to be and man is a vanishing

empty universe,

shadow.
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MUSEUM AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

A Case Study of Community Participation Initiatives
at Gandhi Memorial Museum, Barrackpore

Pratik Ghosh*

community is a group of
people living within the same
geographical area, sharing
certain characteristics and common
Interests, values, customs and beliefs.
A museum community consists of
people who visit the museum, live and
work 1n its vicinity, are stakeholders

to it, or have donated or have
collections within the museum.
Participation 1s the level of

involvement in museum activities in
the areas of ideas, material and in-
kind contributions, publicity,
communications and exhibitions as
provided for within the museum
policy.

The community participation
concept 1is important because a

community has shared common
characteristics, aspects and
attributes. Museums play an

important role as custodians of a
cultural heritage. They, however,
have an added responsibility to assist
national and civic governments as

well as the civil society in responding
to community and social problems and
developmental needs. The relevance
and strength of a museum should lie in
its ability to respond to the needs of its
community and contribution to
solving societal problems. Community
participation enables museums to get
access to the community and becomes
sustainable through feedback, ideas,
views, new insights and relevance.
The value of museums 1is
commonly understood in terms of

collections, research, preservation,
exhibitions and educational
programmes. However, the last

decade has seen increasing interest in

the social value of museums.
Museums provide social 1impact
through their programmes and

services as well as opportunities for
community participation.
Community Participation in
Museums :

As well as providing exhibitions and

* Director-Secretary, Gandhi Memorial Museum, 14 Riverside Road, Barrackpore, Kolkata-700120
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public programmes for visitors, the decision including the
museums offer opportunities for development of alternatives and
community participation. The identifying the preferred
importance  of  working  with approach.

communities is highlighted in the e Empower To place final

ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums,
which mandates community
participation in  museums by
requiring ‘museums work in close
collaboration with the communities

from which their  collections
originate as well as those they serve’.
Community participation in

museums can take many forms.
The International Association for

Public Participation (IAP2)
spectrum of community
participation provides a useful
guide to this work.

Within this spectrum
community participation ranges

from ‘inform’ through to ‘empower.’

Forms of Community
Participation :

Inform : To provide the public
with  balanced and objective
information.

Consult : To obtain community
feedback on analysis, alternatives
and or decisions.

Involve : To work directly with
communities  throughout the
process to ensure their
aspirations and concerns are
understood and considered.
Collaborate : To partner with
communities in each aspect of

s0

decision making in the hands of
the community.

Community participation also
offers challenges to
Working with communities requires
specific resources and skills within
a museum. The mission of a
museum, its plan and leadership
team need to be committed to this
type of work, understand its
complexity and ensure it is properly
resourced and supported.
Community participation requires
organisations to have excellent
relationship building skills.
Particularly higher order forms of
participation— such as
collaboration and empowerment—
require a museum to build respect
and trust within a community.

Today, most of the museums
have shifted their focus and policies
in order to bridge the gap between
the museums and local
communities. But the thorny issue
has always been how to effectively
involve the community and
maintain the relationship?
Museologists suggest that museums
can contribute positively to the
development of communities by
eradicating poverty and
empowering them economically.

museums.
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Community Participation
Strategies— Gandhi Memorial
Museum, Barrackpore :
The Gandhi Memorial Museum for
the Eastern Region came up at
Barrackpore in the year 1961 and it
was thrown open to the public on the
7th May, 1966. The objectives are to
collect, preserve and display
materials connected with the
memory of the Mahatma,
disseminate his life, thoughts,
activities and programmes for public
benefit through different museum
processes. This museum 1s a
Biographical Museum which has a
distinct role to develop the right
attitude and approach to life, living
and relations apart from the
inspiration. The distinct potentiality
that marks out such museums is
their capability to work for the
upliftment of the fellow beings, both
in developing their human character
and broadening their education and
culture. In times of moral
degradation and absence of moral
values in public life museums on
such type of our country or the whole
world will rescue us from our
predicament. So such a museum on
noble people of our country or the
whole world has great
responsibilities in our community or
public life.

The present write-up focuses on
the community participation
strategies presently pursued by the

SRS

Gandhi Memorial Museum,
Barrackpore, as a concrete example.
Since museum activities differ from
academic procedure, the thrust here
is more of informative nature, to
enthuse and inspire the visitors to
know by themselves, to bring home
to them the capability one has and
thereby reap profit from the visit.
The Gandhi Memorial Museum
has since its inception been inviting
the local communities to participate
in its activities. However, due to the
changing role of museums, the trend
has changed and the museum is now
visiting the communities through
various programmes at a community
level. To actively the
community in its programmes, the
Gandhi Museum of Barrackpore has

involve

developed separate Projects for
Public Programmes, which are
continuing throughout the year.

Through these projects, this museum
has initiated several programmes
that directly involve the community.
Aims and Objectives of the
Project :

The aim of this project is to facilitate
a process of development and
organisational change within
museums that are committed to
active  partnership with  their
communities. It would support and
develop us to place community
needs, values and active
collaboration at the core of museum,
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involve communities and individuals
in decision-making processes. The
distinctive characteristic of the
programme is a collaborative,
reflective, learning process through
which institutions and communities
share their experiences and learn
from each other as critical friends: it
recognises that they all have
different starting points for the
journeys the programme will take
them on.

The objectives of the programme
are :

To spread awareness of the
relevance of the philosophy of
Gandhiji among the common
people.

To support museum through a
process of organisational change,
through  which  they  place
collaborative work at the heart of
their  organisations,  building
sustainable partnerships with
communities and involving them
in decision-making.

To support collaborative
reflective approaches to

development and learning

To establish a network of
organisations whose participatory
practice exemplary and
inspiring

To gather, document, analyse and
disseminate compelling evidence
of positive 1impact and best
practice in museum, as part of a

and
skills

1s

2R

wider  strategy to  achieve
significant shifts in participatory
practice  within the  sector
nationwide.

Thrust Group :

Barrackpore  Subdivision, under

District of North 24 Parganas in the
State of West Bengal, is an old and
famous administrative territory,
dotted with people from almost all
provinces of India. This subdivision
has a dense population. As of the
2011 India Census, Barrackpore had
a population of 152,783. Men
constitute 52% of the population and
women 48%. Barrackpore has an
average literacy rate of 89%, higher
than the national average of 59.5%.
The majority of the population is
Bengali and Hindu. The subdivision
is inhabited by people from a broad
range of cultures, with people of
various religions, customs, castes
and states living together.

When we planned the
community participation strategy
through this public programme
project we have decided to build up
such types of programmes so that
museum can be able to reach be

different sections of the local
community  including  students,
youth, scholars, senior citizens’

group, women and slum dwellers. As
Gandhi Memorial Museum has a
great role In our society, so it is
necessary to build up an involvement
with the community and keeping in
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the mind of the present situation of
the society this museum is trying to
develop some strategies to enable us
to reach Gandhiji’'s rich and
beneficial ideas for the betterment of
the  society. Such types of
programmes through which this
museum 1is trying to implement
successfully the community
participation strategies are—
e Participation of School
Students :
¢ The museum is continuing its
very beneficial, value oriented
educational programmes for
school students belonging to
different schools under the
banner ‘Remembering the
contributions of the Freedom
Fighters” 1t 1is an outreach
programme of the museum and
usually a school contacts the
museum for arranging the
programme at the school. The
museum has raised a few films
on it and also on our Freedom

Movement for this purpose and
interactive discussions 1s
arranged with the students
about our Freedom Movement,
about the adventurous lives of
the Freedom Fighters, their
sacrifices for us and
contributions, etc. Being
inspired from such type of
programme by the museum
often the schools also organize
programmes on different
incidents of the Freedom
Movement and great lives
involving the students.

Recently this museum has added
another dimension to this
programme  ‘Desher Katha.
Dasher Katha’— informing the
students about the state of
things regarding conditions of
the people and the country and
environment, ecology, depletion
of natural resources and our
responsibilities and duties to
preserve the nature.

. Besides
this particular
programme, we have
divided the

programmes for the
students into four
phases

In 1% Phase—
We arrange the
programmes for local
school students 1i.e.
students  of the



Vol. 10, No. 4

Gandhi News/ Sl #g

S-S 205

different schools of Barrackpore.

In 27 Phase— We arrange the
programmes for suburban and
rural schools in North 24
Parganas and later in other
districts.

3'4 Phase— We have arranged
the programmes for selective
urban schools.

4th Phase— At the end of the
year we arrange a common

workshop for the selected
students who did better
performance in the previous

programmes in their schools. In
such type of workshop students
can get a better opportunity to
share their ideas not only with
their classmates but also with
other students of different

38

schools at their same level.

e Participation of Youth Groups:

¢ The museum started an
innovative and  interesting
programme— the Gandhian

Thought Course from the year
of 1996 for youth groups who
are not Gandhian constructive
workers but are interested in
the phenomenon of nonviolence
and Gandhi, with a
comprehensive syllabus
concerning Mahatma Gandhi’s
life, activities, philosophy and
programmes for projection and
dissemination of Gandhiji. The
course was of 8 days’ duration,
open to all and the Faculty
includes eminent Academicians
from different Universities and
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Social Activists. Generally the
museum organized three (3)
courses in a year and the course
had become very popular and
people were enquiring about the
commencement of the
course.

Presently the museum has
planned to  reopen  that
Gandhian Thought Course in
collaboration with other
Gandhian Study Centres and
such type of programmes would
provide an intensive
acquaintance with this growing
field of knowledge and orient its
recipients with the truths,
goals, values, institutions, and
processes of the new society to
which the course leads us.
Gandhi Memorial Museum

next

organizes various camps and

workshops for the young
generations in different times of
a year on various current issues
like, ‘Contemporary Relevance
of Gandhian Values’,
‘Alternative Paradigm of
Development—  Tagore and
Gandhi’ ete., in which the
young group share their
opinions through group
discussion, debate, extempore
ete.

e Participation of Scholars :
¢ This

museum organizes
Workshops, Seminars,
Symposiums etc. for the
Scholars to  project and

disseminate Gandhian thought
and to focus on the present
condition of the country and our
responsibility and duty on this
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behalf. These are arranged
almost throughout the year,
either at the museum itself or
outside in collaboration with
other organizations.

¢ The Gandhi Museum had
instituted from the year of
1997, an Award in the name of
Mahatma  Gandhi, entitled
‘Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Award’ to be given every year to
a Personality who has dedicated
his or her life for Gandhian
cause or nobler society-
enriching works or activities.

Independence Day, Mahatma
Gandhi’s Birth Day etec.
Recently we have planned to
organize a Health Checkup
Camp in museum’s premises for
the Senior Citizens of the
adjacent areas of the museum
and it would be celebrated on
the World Health Day every
year. Such participatory
programmes would  create
awareness about preventive
health checkup of the
participants.

e Participation of Women and

e Participation of Senior Slum Dwellers :
Citizens : ¢ The museum organized a 2 days’
¢ The museum organizes some Workshop on 215 and 22
special events for the local September, 2015 on ‘Formation
senior citizens to celebrate the of Self Help Groups and
special days of the year like our Gandhian Thought’. The aim of

Y
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the workshop was to encourage
the formation of Self Help
Groups among the needy, local
women, to make them self

sufficient. This idea of self
sufficiency forms the crux of the
philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi
who advocated socio-economic
reconstruction by economic self-
sufficiency for the people of
grassroots  level, especially
women.

The workshop was attended by
thirty five (35) local women in
the age group 18-55 years. There
were unmarried, married as well
as widowed ladies all of whom
were interested to carve a niche
for themselves by means of self
sufficiency so that they can
stand on an equal footing with
men in future. On the first day of
the workshop the participants

24

were given a preliminary idea
about what were Self Help

Groups, their aim,
characteristics and the mode of
savings.

On the second day of the
workshop the financial aspect of
Self Help Groups was dealt
upon. It included the mode of
opening bank accounts for the
Self Help Groups, the process of
getting loans from bank for
micro level cottage industries,
inter group lending, different
government schemes for
development of needy women to
start ventures on their own etc.
The museum celebrated the
‘Cooperative  Day’ on the
occasion of the ‘National
Cooperative Week’ in
collaboration with Manirampore
Mabhila Shilpa Samabay Samity
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Limited on the 16t November,
2015. On that day almost 150
people mostly the women of
various cooperative societies of
local and surrounding areas
participated in this programme.
Some officers of Department of
Cooperatives of Government of
West Bengal attended this
programme and discussed on
various significant topics, such
as the 1importance of self
sufficiency and empowerment of
women, formation of self help
groups, etc. Some stalls
put up consisting of products,
like  wheat papad, batik
products, bags, kurtis, stitched
articles in kantha stitch and
Gujarati stitch, etce.,
manufactured by the wvarious
cooperative societies.

The museum has planned to
run a Training Centre in
collaboration with a society of
local area for developing the
technical skills and managerial

were

capability through some
practical  oriented  training
courses like Food making and
processing, Tailoring and

Cutting, Fabric and Batik print,
manufacture of Jute products,
Grooming and  Personality
Development, etc. Local women
are often equipped with artistic
skills, yet do not have the
opportunity to carve out a

N

livelihood with them. Lacking
business skills and access to
raw materials and markets,
these women struggle to become
economically self-reliant. Such
type of programme would also
assist in capacity building of
the women, raising their
technical skills and managerial
capability, accounting and
management  skill, general
confidence, interactive capacity,
creativity and raising their
social and political status.

Conclusion :

Community participation is now a
major transformative force in the
museum field. Museums today are
challenged to become more active
citizens, involved in addressing the
social  issues faced by our
communities. Biographical Museums
have a distinct role to develop the
right attitude and approach to life,
living and relations apart from the
inspiration. So this type of museums
would perhaps be one of the most
effective media, since it has an
integrated role and appeals to both
our emotions and intellects and
brings the necessary confidence
which 1s a great causality today
everywhere and at every place.
Being a responsible medium for
society’s upliftment, Gandhi
Memorial Museum has a great role
in our society. So it 1s necessary to
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build up a proper strategy for
community participation with this
museum. This museum is trying to
develop such new ideas to enable us
to reach Gandhiji’'s rich and
beneficial ideas for the betterment
of the society.

In conclusion, activities that
involve communities demonstrate
the role of museums on the issues
of culture and development of
society. Rather than being confined
to a defined museum space, it goes
beyond the traditional boundary to
look at 1issues such as poverty
reduction, conflict resolution,
community  participation,  social
accountability and which 1is all
done within the community context
and community space. It can also
be noted that communities should
be involved from the planning
stage of any museum activities that
require community input and not
the community to come in as a
substitute. This creates a sense of

trust between  museums and
communities. Museums should also
have clear vision of what it 1is
expected to deliver and promote
new ideas and strategies to meet
the community needs and not
clinging to the past. Lastly, any
museum should not operate like a
‘foreign’ institution in the midst of
local communities with little
significance to the communities it
serves. The public and the
community will always demand
quality products and question the
relevance of its museums.

The Gandhi Memorial Museum
depicting Mahatmaji’s life and
philosophy in totality is perhaps
most organized in this part of our
country and has been in limelight
since a long time. This museum 1is
taking and also will take more new
strategies for involvement with the
Community to help to create the
non-violent,  peaceful,  balanced
growth of the society.
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Director-Secretary’s Report on the
Programme and Activities of the
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore,
during November, 2015 to February, 2016

1. Celebration of ‘Cooperative Day’ on the occasion of ‘National
Cooperative Week’ :

Mahatma Gandhi believed in self sufficient village communities and
better balance between man and nature. He was interested in the growth
of human beings and more significantly the growth of the deprived and
underprivileged group of people. He aimed at maximization of welfare
and that welfare was required to reach the lowest stratum of society. His
idea was ‘Sarvodaya’ or welfare for all. Gandhiji preferred the idea of
formation of cooperatives and stressed on the development of rural
industries like Khadi, handloom, sericulture and handicrafts to solve the
problem of rural poverty and unemployment. Inspired by the Gandhian
idea of self-sufficiency, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
celebrated the ‘Cooperative Day’ on the occasion of the ‘National
Cooperative Week’ (celebrated throughout India every year between
14 -20* November) in collaboration with Manirampur Mahila Silpa
Samabaya Samity Limited on the 16%™ of November, 2015 at the premises

of the Sangrahalaya.
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The function was attended by a number of cooperative societies and
Self Help Groups in North 24 Parganas as well as other districts, such
as, Mani Mahila Silpa Samabay Samity Limited, Ramakrishna Pally
Mahila Samity, Pally Badhu etc. Three officers of the Department of
Cooperatives Government of West Bengal attended the function viz. Smt.
Madhumita Ghoshal, Assistant Registrar of Cooperative Societies, Smt.
Uma Das, Cooperative Development Officer and Smt. Bisakha Sengupta,
Cooperative Development Officer. They spoke on various significant and
relevant topics such as the importance of self sufficiency and
empowerment of women, the significance of cooperatives, problems faced
by women while forming Self Help Groups and Cooperatives, how to get
loans for small scale ventures etc.

The Chief Guest of the function was Swami Nityarupananda
Maharaj, Secretary. Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission. Barrackpore. The
opening song was rendered by Smt. Madhuri Sarkar Deb and Smt. Apu
Chattopadhyay recited a poem. The welcome address was delivered by
Sri Pratik Ghosh. Director-Secretary, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore and Smt. Tapasi Ghosh, Secretary, Manirampur Mahila Silpa
Samabaya Samity, gave a very informative and relevant speech on the
significance of cooperatives in the economy of India and Gandhiji’s idea
of cooperatives and empowerment of women.

A temporary exhibition on “The Great Personalities in Photographs—
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose,” was put up by the Sangrahalaya at the premises for
everyone to see. Beside this stall four (4) more stalls were put up
consisting of products manufactured by the different Self Help Groups as
well as the Cooperatives. The products included wheat pappad, batik
products such as sarees, bags and kurtis, stitched articles in Kantha
stitch and Gujarati stitch.

The function was attended by nearly one hundred and fifty (150)
people and the entire programme was presided over by Sri Narayan
Basu, the Chairman of the Managing Committee of the Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya.
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2. International Seminar on the topic ‘Community Participation in
Museological :

Practices’ organized by the Department of Muscology, University
of Calcutta in association with Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore.

The Department of Museology, University of Calcutta organized an
international Seminar on the topic ‘Community Participation in
Museological Practices’ in association with the Gandhi Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore on the 2" of December at the Department of Museology,
University of Calcutta, 1, Reformatory Street, Kolkata, where the
Sangrahalaya sponsored the kits for the seminar, which included a Jute
folder, a writing pad and pen. The inaugural session was chaired by
Professor Samir Kumar Das, Dean Faculty of Arts, University of
Calcutta. The welcome address was delivered by the Head of the
Department, Department of Museology, University of Calcutta while the
Inaugural Address was delivered by Professor Swagata Sen, Pro-Vice
Chancellor (Academic Affairs). University of Calcutta. Retired Professors
of the Department of Museology were felicitated in the inaugural session.
In the subsequent sessions several valuable papers on the theme were
presented by the faculty members of the Department of Museology,
University of Calcutta as well as a number of eminent museum personnel
including Dr. Stephen Inglis, Former Executive Director, Cree Cultural
Institute. Quebec, Canada who also happens to be a former student of
the Department of Museology, University of Calcutta. Dr. Inglis presented
a paper on Opportunities for Museums of the Future : Exciting New
Linkages between the National and the Local. The Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya presented a paper titled Community Participation
Initiatives at Gandhi Memorial Museum, Barrackpore.

3. Participation in the Secretaries’ Conference of All India Gandhi
Museums :

The Secretaries’ Conference of the different Gandhi Sangrahalayas of the
country, under the Gandhi Sangrahalaya Samiti. Raj Ghat, New Delhi,
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was hosted this year by the Mani Bhawan Gandhi Sangrahalaya. Mumbai
from the 9™ to the 10 of December, 2015 where almost all the Gandhi
Sangrahalayas participated except the National Gandhi, Museum. New
Delhi.

The Secretary of the Mani Bhawan Gandhi Sangrahalaya inaugurated
the conference on the 9™ December and he presented the prayer songs on
Gandhiji. Shri Roji Ahmed, Chairman of the Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya Patna presided over the conference. After the inaugural
session was over, each Sangrahalaya presented report of its activities for
the present financial year. It has been found that all the Sangrahalayas
are trying their best to utilize the resources for the cause the
responsibility of which has been given to them.

The later part of the conference was not only rejuvenating but at the
same time highly educative too. Shri Ajgaokarji, Secretary of the Mani
Bhawan Gandhi Sangrahalaya could claim the credit for this. All the
participants at the conference were taken to the Elephanta Caves, a
famous heritage site of Mumbai from where they learnt a lot about the
culture of old Mumbai.

4. Programmes for Formation of Women Self Help Groups and
Financial Empowerment by various Training :

The Training Programme on food processing and preservation has been
started by the Sangrahalaya in collaboration with Manirampur Mabhila
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Shilpa  Samabaya Samiti
Limited at the premises of
the Sangrahalaya from the 9th
of January, 2016 for the
women of Barrackpore as well

| as adjacent areas for their
‘ financial empowerment.
* | Women are being taught to
prepare articles like jams,
& | pickles, vinegar, different
types of squashes and sauces
in these classes. Classes are
being held on Saturdays and
Sundays every week between
twelve noon to three in the
afternoon. The participants
had to fill up an application
form  containing  personal
details as well as the terms
and conditions of  the
training. The  educational

qualification for the training
has been fixed at class eight. The training on Food Preparation and
Preservation will end in March 2016 and more such trainings such as
tailoring, batik printing, stitches, making of jute bags etc. will carry on
throughout the year.

5. Free Health Check-up Camp :

As a part of the community development programme the Sangrahalaya
arranged a free health check-up camp at its premises on the 17%h of
January, 2016, in association with The Indian Medical Association (IMA),
Titagarh Branch, Repose Clinic and Research Centre, Kolkata and Dr.
Lal Path Labs, Barrackpore. The Camp was inaugurated by Swami
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Shibatmananda Maharaj of
Ramakrishna Vivekananda
Mission, Barrackpore. The
camp began with the blood
tests (sugar-fasting, PP and
random) by Dr. Lal Path
Labs, Barrackpore. The first
person to have his blood
tested was Swami
Shibatmananda Maharaj. The
camp included four (4) doctors

from the Indian Medical Association, Titagarh Branch, viz. Dr. Sunil
Kumar Gope President, Dr. Anadi Nath Biswas, Dr. Monoranjan Sarkar
and Dr. Shibasish Bhattacharya. The doctors and Dr. Lal Path Labs were
felicitated at a small function during the camp. Dr. Maya Ghosh, who is
the owner of Repose Clinic and Research centre, Kolkata and member of
the Managing committee of the Sangrahalaya, handed over one memento,
a bag, a set of books and a box of sweets to all of them. Repose Clinic
and Research Centre were present to discuss the problem of cleft lip, a
genetic disorder and in collaboration with an NGO named Smile Train
(Funded by USA) they are carrying on the difficult task of curing the
patients of cleft lip by plastic surgery free of cost. One patient with this
disorder came and successfully

met the doctors who have
given him further instructions
to go to Repose Clinic and
b | Research Centre for
treatment. Then the doctors
conducted the check-up of

Patients and advised them
regarding treatment. Near
about seventy (70) people
attended the camp.
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6. Participation in Kolkata Book Fair :

The Sangrahalaya participated in the Kolkata Book Fair this year held
from 27 January, 2016 to 7 February, 2016 and shared a stall with
Janasarthha Barta’, a reputed journal of West Bengal to sell its
publications. Shri Himanshu Halder, the Editor of Janasarthha Barta’
extended great cooperation.

7. Mobile Exhibition and Day-Long Programme for the Schools of
the remote rural areas :

At present museums do not imply a permanent building that houses definite
collections where visitors come during their spare time. There are many
people who are not able to visit the museum in person owing to distance, lack
of financial ability and such other problems. The museums all over the world
have begun the trend of taking the museum to the people in the remote areas
so that these people are not deprived from knowing about the museum.
Following this trend the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackpore has
recently initiated its school programme by visiting different schools in

remote rural areas of West Bengal.

£ \ o
Mobile Exhibition & Day-long Programme at Narayanbarh High School, West Midnapore
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The  programme  has
started with the
Sangrahalaya’s visit to the [
Bhadrapara Gilarchhat High
School in  Raidighi, 24
Parganas South on 227
January 2016. The
Sangrahalaya mounted a

mobile exhibition set |
Alokchitre Teen Mahajibon

‘e . |Mobile Exhibition & Day-long Programme at
th t lit
(three great personalities in \p /- 2 Gilarchat High School, Raidighi, South

photographs— Gurudev |24-pParganas

Rabindranath Tagore,
Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up standee made
especially for such programmes, at the school premises for the students as
well as the staff of the school. After the documentary titled Role of
Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of India was shown. An audio-visual
quiz consisting of twenty (20) questions on Mahatma Gandhi was conducted
for the students which received a good amount of positive response from the
students. The winners of the quiz were given prizes. The programme also had
a section called Desher Kathha Dasher Kathha for highlighting the
environmental aspect of nature. In this segment a documentary prepared by
the institution Juktibadi Sanskritik Samsthha, Canning, titled Snakes of
Sunderban was presented by the Sangrahalaya. Nearly two thousand five
hundred (2500) students of the school and forty eight (48) teachers
participated in the programme and the response was overwhelming. The
school has also asked the Sangrahalaya for more such programmes in future.

The Sangrahalaya visited the Narayanbarh High School under the
Sabang Block of West Midnapore District, on 16 February, 2016 as a part of
its newly launched educational programme for the schools in the remote
rural areas. The mobile exhibition set Alokchitre Teen Mahajibon (three
great personalities in photographs— Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore,
Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up standee was
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mounted by the Sangrahalaya at the school premises for the students as well
as the staff of the school. After this an animation film on the life and works
of Mahatma Gandhi was presented. The audio-visual quiz was conducted
consisting of twenty (20) questions on Mahatma Gandhi was conducted for
the students. Next the documentary titled Role of Barrackpore in the
Freedom Movement of India was shown. Finally the winners of the quiz
contest were given prizes.

8. Group Visits :

The students of classes V to IX and teachers of Calcutta public School,
Bidhan Park, Dum Dum, Kolkata, visited the Sangrahalaya on the 5% of
December, 2015 for an educational excursion. The entire group consisted of
near about one hundred and seventy (170) visitors including one hundred
and sixty (160) students and ten (10) teachers. The visitors were given a
guided tour of the Sangrahalaya. After the tour they were shown an
animated Biography of Mahatma Gandhi and later they participated in a
spot quiz on Mahatma Gandhi. The winners were given prizes that consisted
of books and CDs published by the Sangrahalaya.

A group of twenty eight (28) students and five (5) teachers of Cantonment
Board Primary School, Barrackpore came to visit the Sangrahalaya on the
18t of December, 2015. They were provided with a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya and

shown the

documentary,

titled  ‘Role  of
Barrackpore n
the Freedom
Movement in

India’ from the r ‘
collection of the J
Sangrahalaya.

Students  of | §
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the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Barrackpore (AFS) came to
the Sangrahalaya as part of
their educational tour. A |
total of one hundred and
fifty students (150) students
came with seven (7)
teachers on 215t December,
2015 The students got a
glimpse of the Ilife and

works of Gandhiji from the guided tour provided to them in two (2) batches.
Later they were shown the documentary, titled ‘Role of Barrackpore in the
Freedom Movement in India’ from the collection of the Sangrahalaya.

About one hundred and thirty two (132) students of Jogesh Chandra
Chowdhury College, Prince Anwar Shah Road. Kolkata paid a visit to the
Sangrahalaya along with 13 teachers of their college on 23rd November, 2015.
They visited the galleries and were shown the documentary, titled ‘Role of
Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement in India’ from the collection of the
Sangrahalaya.

The students of 1% and 2" Year Honours, Department of Philosophy,
Narasinha Dutt College, Howrah came to visit the Sangrahalaya on 19t
February, 2016 along with their Professors for their day-long educational
tour. They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and
shown the documentary,
titled ‘Role of Barrackpore
in the Freedom Movement
in India’  from the
collection of the
Sangrahalaya. Later an
audio-visual quiz consisting
of twenty (20) questions on
Gandhiji was conducted for
them.
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